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The Caring Place is a non-profit 
youth development  center that 
strives to aid inner city youths 
entangled in the ills of today’s 
society including drug abuse, teen 
pregnancy, violence, crime and 
hopelessness.  The agency 
provides activities aimed at 
preparing youths to overcome 
their  current state and become 
healthy, productive citizens. 

Our Mission 

Contact Information 
Phone Number: 610-433-5683 
Fax Number: 610-433-9165 
E-mail : cplace200@aol.com 
Website: thecaringplace.org 

The Caring Coffee Café  
610-433-0200 

Health Clinic 
Phone Number: 610– 433-4680 

Visit Our  New WebsiteVisit Our  New WebsiteVisit Our  New WebsiteVisit Our  New Website    

The Caring 
Place 

     On Nov. 23, The Morning Call ran an 
article about the need for food donations. 
Sighting that The Caring Place food bank 
had to turn away people for the first time in 
its 13 year history, and encouraged dona-
tions. For the next two days, the good peo-
ple of the Lehigh valley  pitched in and you 
all were PHENOMINAL! Thank you. On 
Nov. 26, everything was distributed. The 
Caring Place thanks The Morning Call and 
especially all of you who made a donation 
or helped with the distri-
bution.  

Mary Ellen Griffin, 
Executive Director 

Valley Citizens 
Have Giving 
Spirit! 

CARING PLACE KID’S KICK BUTTS! 
 
As part of a growing, nationwide anti smoking initiative, The 
Caring place in partnership with the CHC (Center For Hu-
manistic Change).  decided to take part in the campaign. The 
Caring place youth, in an effort to combat this health issue  
worked diligently to constructed posters aimed at preventing 
teen and pre teen smoking. Before the children (Mostly ele-
mentary aged) broke out their markers, glitter, stickers and 
crayons, the older high school aged  
students each “adopted” a younger 
buddy then read and spoke to them 
about the dangers of smoke and second 
hand smoke. After the brief one on one 
lessons the high school students helped 
his or her “lil” buddy create a public 
service poster. The posters will be presented  by the older 
students, to a state assembly person in an upcoming group 
discussion about state tobacco legislation.   

 
In December, the process of 
updating our website was fin-
ished. For those familiar with 
the current site, none of the 
previous functions will change.  
The address is still thecaring-
place.org, however, the system 
has been revamped and now 
provides a few new options for 
its users.  We appreciate all of 
the love and support from you, 
the community, and we aim to 
make ourselves that much 
more accessible. 
“New”  
• Donate online 
• Question and Answer 

chat room. 
One of the newest additions to 
our website is the question and 
answer chat room. The Q&A 
chat room is available 24  
hours a day, seven days a 
week, so feel free to log on to 
thecaringplace.org. The chat 
room will be solely for topics 
concerning our community. 
Discussion  
topics will be posted by Caring 
Place staff members.  To find 

out about new discussion top-
ics, check the “Morning Call” 
or just visit our site. There you 
will be alerted on what’s new.  
Feel free to drop in, join in, or 
just leave suggestions. You 
can also ask questions, or just 
say hello to our administrative, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 co-coordinating, and support 
staff at your leisure.  Another 
function of the Q&A chat 
room is, of course, the chat 
room itself: Post topics to initi-
ate discussions, respond to 
other people in your commu-
nity’s posts, or just chat! 
• Blog 

For those unfamiliar with 
blogs, in simple terms, a blog 
is a website where you write 
about something on an ongo-

ing basis. Write about poli-
tics, the community, how 
your day was; anything you 
want!  New blog entries show 
up at the top, so your visitors 
can read what's new in your 
world! 

Blogs are a fun way to 
stay informed, share ideas, 
and meet interesting new peo-
ple.  We encourage you to 
utilize this addition.  Make 
your blog popular by inviting 
your friends to become read-
ers. 

We look forward to seeing and 
hearing from you, and we 
hope that you enjoy and fully 
utilize our new system.  We 
appreciate your input.   Get 
involved, stay informed, and 
together we can make a differ-
ence in people’s lives.  Log on 
and enjoy! 



 

Darnisha  decided  she wanted to design heels ever 
since she was eight years old.  What made Darnisha 
feel like she wanted to design heels is the passion she 
has for heels since she was eight years old.  Darnisha  
feels like her mom has inspired  her to design heels, 
because ever since Darnisha was little, her mom and 
her sister had a fetish for heels. She feels that her mom 
and her sister are a great influence on her life in de-
signing heels. Darnisha’s  favorite pair of heels that 
she designed is a pair of red heels that she designed  
and gave to Miss Gloria. Darnisha feels that the red 
heels are the best that she designed ever. Darnisha 
feels that she is a team player, and thinks a team to 
help her design her heels would be great, but prefers to 
design the heels herself. Darnisha would take precau-
tionary measures and get all of her ideas copy written  

or patented. If someone was to steal an idea from Dar-
nisha, she would become more competitive. Darnisha 
feels she handles stress ok, she tries not to take any-
thing to the heart. These are the things we want to in-
spire our teens to accomplish. Lets help our youth rec-
ognize that the sky is the limit and they could accom-
plish anything that they dream of.  

Teen of future design 

IN NEED, IN DEED 
 
 

High school 
aged children 
from the Caring place re-
cently visited the campus of 
Penn State University. Ac-
companied by Caring Place 
staff, the students were given 
a tour of the campus and a 
crash course in college 
life .101 by students of the 
institution.   The six tour 
guides, mainly upperclassmen 
treated our young adults to a 
tour and provided answers for 
the many questions that were 

asked. 
College tours in 
these crucial 
years are a great 
way to intro-
duce and rein-
force the idea 
that: “YES you 

are going to college and col-
lege looks like this…”  To 
many students the idea exists 
but the reality doesn’t. To 
combat this issue and to pro-

mote the idea of furthering 
ones education the Caring 
place will be visiting many 
Colleges and University’s this 
spring.  You can talk about 
higher education until you’re 
blue in the face but when a 
young  person actually see’s 
other young people, who look 
just like themselves, and are  
only a few years (or in some 
cases months) older than 
them; it actually all starts to 
sink in and make sense: “Hey 
If she can do this… I can do 
this!” At this point the ques-
tions start to trickle out. 
“How do I pay for college” 
“What time do I have to go to 
bed” one young lady asked 
and was astonished with the 
response “Whenever you 
want to… library’s open all 
pretty late”. 
Before the tour’s conclusion 
the students talked a lot 

walked a lot 
and learned 

a lot. College is a big step and 
it’s scary for both parents and 
children alike. One of the 
scariest questions that parents 
have today in this economy is 
“How am I going to pay for 
this?” 
To dispel those fears, Thomas 
F. O’Donnell, III, D.Ed. the 
regional director of the Penn-
sylvania Higher Education 
Assistance Agency (or simply 
PHEAA) stopped by the day 
after the tour and shared ways 
to pay for school. For more 
information contact Mr. 
O’Donnell  at: 
 
 
Wbreg@pheaa.org 
or 
(570) 826-1476 

 

The Penn State Nittany lions show the 
Caring place kids that:  College 
Won’t Bite! 



If you work or volunteer at the Caring 
Place or if you’ve just stopped by the 
café for a cup of Java, you may have 
noticed or even met a vibrant young 
woman going to and fro, helping chil-
dren (an adults), being a genuine per-
son and exhibiting a warm friendly 
smile wherever she goes. Born and 
raised in Washington DC’s 7th ward, 
Cecilia Gerlach (or “Ms CC” as we 
like to call her) has come a long way. 
As a high school senior Ms. CC came 
to the dilemma (a good dilemma) that 
millions optimistic high school seniors 
the world over confront every year: 
“Where do I go to college?!” 

As a soon to be high school graduate, 
Ms. CC knew that she didn’t want to 
go to school locally but then she also 
knew that she didn’t want to be too far 
from her roots so she decided on Penn-
sylvania. “I went on “fast track” and 
started looking into and applying to 
schools in the state. “She was accepted 
at many prestigious universities 
(including the legendary Penn State) 
but ultimately she settled on a small 
college right here in Allentown:  Ce-
dar Crest. “I decided on cedar Crest” 
says CC “because they offered the best 
financial aid package.” 

At Cedar Crest College, Ms CC chose 
the path of educator, majored in ele-
mentary education and in May of 2008 
she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in early childhood education.  
Early on she knew that she wanted to 
impact the lives of young people in a 
way that was not conventional so she 

bypassed teaching in public school and 
began work in a literacy program 
called “America reads” at the Boys 
and Girls club on 13th and Turner. “It 
was wonderful… They allowed me to 
try new things and to think outside the 
box. “She stated with that infectious 
smile “I was 
allowed to try 
new things” 

Ms.CC stayed 
with the Boys 
and girls club 
for a while 
until she came 
to the Caring 
Place in Sep-
tember as a 
volunteer. In 
two weeks she 
was a tutor. 
As a tutor she 
was asked to 
fill in for an 
outreach coor-
dinator and 
the rest is history.  Ms. CC is a won-
derful addition to the Caring Place 
family and has been extremely affec-
tive in that capacity. When asked how 
she felt about her new appointment 
she simply said “I LOVE IT! I like the 
atmosphere… each child (here) is seen 
as an individual that matters. Here 
they don’t let the kids get swept 
aside…” 

Making an impact on lives and ac-
tively seeking real change is nothing 
foreign or new to Cecelia; not by a 
long shot. Besides being a mentor and 
role model, Ms CC has also been very 
active in local politics. For two years 
she worked tirelessly at the Linden 
avenue office of, then presidential 
hopeful, Barak Obama.  Once again 
this tough DC native rolled up her 
sleeves and volunteered her services 
(for free) and once again her efforts 
were recognized and she was pro-

moted to team leader 

At the Allentown Obama headquarters, 
Ms. CC put in countless hours calling 
people and canvassing neighborhoods. 
She deprived herself of sleep, gave up 
most of her private life and did her part 

to make a change.  “I’ve always known 
that one person could make a differ-
ence, but being on the campaign I got 

to see that in action. If it was more 
than teamwork in the office it was sac-
rifice… we were all there for one rea-
son: to get that man elected… and we 
did it!” The high point was that she 
actually got a chance to meet Mr. 
Obama in person.  After a brief dia-
logue the President elect told Ms.CC 
this:   “It team leaders like you on the 
grass roots level that are going to help 
us carry Pennsylvania”. To that I say 
we couldn’t agree with you more Mr. 
President! Thank you Ms.  “CC”! 

A Woman for Change 



 On February 26, 2009, the people of the 
city of Allentown were treated to a won-
derful presentation performed by at least 
30 Caring Place children who ranged in 
ages from 7 to 17 years of age. The cele-
bration was in honor of current president 
Barack Obama.  
The event consisted of actual Obama 
speeches acted out by students attired in 
presidential garb, singing, dancing, ora-
tion (in both English and Spanish), but 
mostly the affair was a way for the youth 
to express their optimism and hope for 
the future and was punctuated with 
strong feelings of hope for the future. 
 The performance was intricate and it 
took the kids some 5 or so weeks of 

practice to learn and master their indi-
vidual parts. Looking at the show re-
flected the time and effort that was put 
into it.  
 In all, over fifty supporters turned out to 
pack the Allentown Public Library’s 
cellar for the event. The Latino Democ-
ratic Caucus (LDC), members of OFA 
(Organizing For America), Tony Philips, 
and Mayor Ed Pawlowski were amongst 
those in attendance. “The students gave 
an “A” performance" commented one 
spectator on his way out. The content, 
delivery, and  overall presentation was 
indeed an inspiring gift from the Caring 

A Night of Hope 

 
 

 
 
 

Also, be sure to utilize The Caring 
Place, Family Health Program. 
(Located on the fourth floor) 

Medical Care includes: 
• Routine Medical  
     care 
• Physicals 
• Immunizations 
• STD and HIV testing  
     and counseling 
• Pregnancy testing 
• Prenatal group visits 
• Diabetes group visits 
• Bilingual Staff / Inter-

preters 

 
 

 
 The Caring Place has added a few 
new faces to its family. Three newcomers 
have joined us recently, and with them has 
come new ideas and a renewed spirit of 
community service. Our initiative to serve the 
family unit as a whole has not changed.  
 Juan Deleon is originally from New 
York City, and he has a degree in graphic 
design. He has over ten years of administra-
tive experience and a strong background in 
education.  He has also taught Art and writ-
ing classes.  Mr. Deleon now works as the 
Office Administrator at the Caring Place. 

 Cora Sipe has an Elementary Edu-
cation degree from DeSales University in 
Center Valley, PA.  She was a sixth grade 
teacher in Easton, then went on to be a 
paraprofessional at Saucon Valley Middle 
School in Hellertown.  She grew up in Allen-
town, and wanted to get back to her roots.  
She teaches the 6-8 year olds in the after-
school program, and coordinates 

 Carlos was born in Ecuador to a 
working class family of 7.  His mother and 
father brought their 5 children to Queens, NY 
when Carlos was still very young.  In 1996,      

          

  

he graduated from Queensboro Community 
College with a degree in Computer Informa-
tion Systems.  The young graduate wasted 
no time and got his career off the ground.  In 
less than a year, he was an administrator at 
Air Europa, an airline based out of Spain.  
He stayed with the company until he moved 
to the Allentown area.  Mr. Zamora now 
works as the Executive Assistant to the di-
rector at the Caring Place. 

 “The new group of staff have all 
transitioned well to the Caring Place and “are 
all equally a pleasure to work with”, says one 
incumbent staff member. With the new addi-
tions, the Caring Place intends to go in new 
directions as well as continue the already 
existing programs which have been so bene-
ficial to the students in the past.  

 

New Places, New Faces 

Top:  Juan Deleon, 
Office Administrator 
 
Middle: Cora Sipe, 
Program Coordinator/ Group 1 
Teacher 
 
Left: Carlos Zamora,  
Executive Assistant 

Health Watch 



PLEASE SUPPORT THE CARING PLACEPLEASE SUPPORT THE CARING PLACEPLEASE SUPPORT THE CARING PLACEPLEASE SUPPORT THE CARING PLACE    
               Yes!  I want to support T.C.P. in caring for our youth.  I have enclosed a tax deductible donation of $ 
               (Checks payable to The Caring Place.  My Canceled check is my receipt.) 
 
   Please send me additional information on how I can help T.C.P. through:  (Check all that apply) 
  
            Volunteer Opportunities                    Program Sponsorships                                                      Other 
 
 Please put me on your mailing list. I would like to be informed of current and upcoming events. 

 
                Name:  
 
                Address:  
 
Mail to:   
The Caring Place ,  
931 Hamilton Street,  
Allentown, PA 18101                                                The Caring Place is a nonprofit 501 © 3 organization 

  
 
 
• Tutoring   Health Clinic 
• Boys to Manhood  Science Lab 
• Sister to Sister  Entrepreneur Program 
• Books and Blankets History Lessons 
• Chess   Cultural Education  
• Teen Hotline  Clothing Drive 
• Food Bank   G.E.D Classes 
• Prevention Education E.S.L Classes 

 
♦ Educational Tutors 
♦ Music Instructor  
♦ Chess Instructor  
♦ Theater instructor  
♦ Media production personnel 
♦ Cooking Instructor 
♦ Computer Technician  
♦ Physical Fitness instructor 
♦ Basic Science instructor 
♦ Art Instructor 
♦ Entrepreneur program instructor 
♦ Mentor 
♦ Yoga Instructor 
For more information please contact:  
Juan Deleon, Rey, or Chris  

Does your employer have some extra office equipment?   
Or do you have books your children no longer read?   
Please consider donating them to The Caring Place.   
You can call (610) 433 - LOVE (5683) 

 
♥ Art Supplies                            ♥ Books 
♥ Computers (XP or Vista)         ♥  Computer Software 
♥ Filing and storage cabinets     ♥ Folding tables 
♥ Office supplies                        ♥  Cleaning supplies  
♥ security cameras                     ♥ 12 –15 passenger seat van 
♥ Food for our food bank            ♥ Adopt a child for Christmas 
♥ Restaurant equipment             ♥ Floor copier  
♥ Floor tiles (of any kind) 
♥ Winter coats (new for children 6 and up) 
♥ Science equipment (Microscopes, prepared slides,  
    beakers) 
♥ Fleece blankets or fleece fabric (for our Books and  

Blankets Program 
 

           
 
      

Wish ListWish ListWish ListWish List    

Need something from the 
teens 



  The Caring Place Youth Development Center is a place where we strive for the inner city youth to aspire,  
believe, achieve and to lastly succeed.  

 The Caring Place Director, Mary Griffin, and staff hosted a breakfast for 
members of the Pennsylvania State Assembly and Allentown City Council on 
March 12, 2009. Some of the guests included The Honorable Jennifer Mann, 
The Honorable Karen Beyer, The Honorable Joseph Brennan, and Allentown 
City Councilman Peter Schweyer.   

 As part of the breakfast, accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation, 
James Arce and Ray Pierluisse, both former Caring Place students and both 
current Caring Place staff, spoke to those in attendance about their failures and 
successes in life and how the Caring Place helped them to adjust to the trials 
and tribulations that life sometimes brings. “I was very negative, I was always in 
the streets doing the street thing”, Arce says. “I had my own house and car, but 
decided to go back to school. As part 
of a graduation requirement, I had to 
do community service.  So I chose the 
Caring Place. I’m glad I did, because 
Ms. Mary ended up hiring me. I love 
this place… I love these kids.” The two 
went on to speak about the Caring 
Place being a safe harbor in a not so 
safe world. The southern buffet style 
breakfast was topped off with a tour of 
the Caring Place facility.  

Breakfast at The Caring Place 

 

“I love this place...I love 
these kids.” 
-James Arce 

 

The Caring Place 
Youth Development Center 
931 Hamilton Street 
Allentown, PA 


